
            

And other school year is over!  How did that happen?  
     The trustees and staff of the Shaker Schools Foundation send congratulations to Shaker’s students, faculty, and staff 
for their dedication and hard work.  As you will read in the insert to this newsletter, our students have had another 
extraordinary academic year.  The Foundation is proud to serve the Shaker Heights City Schools, and grateful to 
receive support from a generous community of donors.  We thank you for helping us to fulfi ll our mission to provide 
resources to enrich the educational experiences of Shaker’s students, and we wish you a very happy summer.
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  REETINGS FROM THE SHAKER SCHOOLS FOUNDATIONG

At its Annual Meeting on June 18, the Shaker Schools Foun-
dation bade a fond farewell to trustees, Ann Garson and 
Craig Stout, and welcomed its newest members:  William 
McGovern and Stasia Vavruska.  A 1983 Shaker graduate, 
Bill is a partner of Kobre & Kim and focuses on international 
commercial disputes and international government investiga-
tions.  Earlier in his career, he was a senior litigator and Ex-
ecutive Director for Morgan Stanley in the U.S. and Asia; a 
branch chief in the SEC’s Division of Enforcement in Wash-
ington D.C. and New York; and an assistant district attorney 
in New York.  Bill is a proud uncle to three current Shaker stu-
dents and son of a 30+ year Shaker staff member, Mary Lynne 
McGovern. Bill and his family will be relocating from Hong 
Kong to New York this summer.

Stasia Vavruska currently serves as the Senior Vice Presi-
dent, General Counsel for Resource International, a multi-
disciplinary engineering and construction management fi rm. 
She earned her BA from Case Western Reserve University, JD 
from George Washington University, and a Masters in public 
administration from Cleveland State University.  She was an 
active PTO volunteer while her two daughters were in Shaker, 
serving as co-president of the Boulevard School PTO and as 
corporate sponsorship chair for A Night for the Red & White.  
Stasia and Jeff and their dog, Henry, live on Brighton.

New offi cers for the 2015-2016 fi scal year are Tom Wise, 
President; Dorothea Polster, First Vice President; Joan Ball, 
Second Vice President; Doug Wang, Treasurer; and Philip 
Shands, Secretary.  

Welcome New Board Members! Recent Successes

Many thanks to everyone who organized, participated in, 
and supported the 2015 Night for the Red & White.  The 
event raised $130,577!  Brava!
   Congratulations to the Shaker Heights City Schools for 
receiving authorization to implement the IB Middle Years 
Program from the International Baccalaureate Organiza-
tion.  As a result, Shaker now offers IB programming from 
Pre-K through twelfth grades, and is only one of eight dis-
tricts in the country to do so.  Over a three-year period, the 
Shaker Schools Foundation helped raise a total of $90,000 
for this program from the Jennings Foundation.

Shaker’s National History Day Competition partici-
pants earned a fi rst place prize and two fi fth place prizes.  
Good work!

Proudly supporting the Shaker Heights Schools 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation.

The Shaker Schools Foundation salutes its 
2015 Corporate Sponsors  

Benefactors:  Arminius Foundation; Forest City; Hahn 
Loeser & Parks LLP; Huntington Bank; Tucker Ellis 
LLP

Patrons:  Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff LLP; 
Cleveland Clinic; FirstMerit Bank; KeyBank; Penske 
Cleveland; Squire Patton Boggs; Ulmer & Berne LLP; 
University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center 

Fellows:  Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield;  Calvetta 
Brothers Floor Show; Champagne Entertainment & 
Productions; CIMA Plastics Group; C.P. Braman & 
Co., Inc.; DDR Corp.; Ellen Seguin Design; Fifth Third 
Bank;  HealthSpan Integrated Care; Hogan Transpor-
tation; Karlovec & Company; Legacy Capital Partners; 
Liberty Ford Solon; Neville Architects;  Thorman  
Petrov Griffi n Co. LPA



Please visit our website at www.shaker.org/foundation.
aspx, call us at 216-295-4329, or like us on Facebook.   To 
receive this newsletter via email, please send your address to 
wang_h@shaker.org.

Shaker Schools Foundation
15600 Parkland Drive
Shaker Heights, OH  44120
216-295-4329

  We Love a Parade!  News of Note

Follow us on Facebook

The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and 
gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   
Please note the following options:Please note the following options:
• Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) • Express your appreciation of a special teacher (or teachers) 
through a contribution to the Foundation.  Unless you request through a contribution to the Foundation.  Unless you request 
otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of otherwise, we will share your name (but not the amount of 
your gift) with the teacher(s).  Please mail your check to the your gift) with the teacher(s).  Please mail your check to the 
Foundation or visit www.shaker.org/foundation.aspx to make Foundation or visit www.shaker.org/foundation.aspx to make 
a credit card gift.a credit card gift.
• Make a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, trust, or • Make a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, trust, or 
other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long 
term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We 
invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  
• Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Audi-• Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Audi-
torium, perhaps in tribute to a member of the Class of 2015, or torium, perhaps in tribute to a member of the Class of 2015, or 
a special Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in a special Shaker teacher or principal.  You can endow a seat in 
their honor, in your own name, or in the name of other family their honor, in your own name, or in the name of other family 
members, friends, or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating members, friends, or (if appropriate) your Shaker graduating 
class. Each endowed seat has its own nameplate, and one seat class. Each endowed seat has its own nameplate, and one seat 
can be named for $500. can be named for $500. 

Annual Report

The Shaker Schools Foundation said a reluctant “goodbye” 
to Development Associate, Cathy Mitro, at the end of June.  
She joined our staff in December 2008, and became an in-
valuable member of our small team, helping with everything 
from gift acknowledgement to event planning to photogra-
phy.  We wish Cathy all the best in her new position as as-
sistant to Shaker’s Director of Curriculum, Lynne Kulich.

Hail and Farewell

A portion of the Class of 1950/January 1951 Fund provides 
an enrichment program for Shaker’s educators.  This spring, 
teachers with at least fi ve years' experience were invited to 
apply for a grant to support a summer activity that will enhance 
teaching and learning in their classrooms.  The following three 
teachers received grants:
    Andrew Glasier teaches social studies at the High School.  
He will travel through Slovenia, interviewing Slovenian polka 
players to trace the roots of Cleveland polka music.  This 
will help connect his teaching of American history to the 
vast immigration to Cleveland in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.  High School orchestra teacher Donna Jelen is 
attending a SmartMusic workshop in Chicago.  This technology 
will allow her to differentiate instruction and provide individual 
assessments and feedback to her students.  Lomond Elementary 
School teachers Gretchen Hess and Beth Brazalovics will 
purchase an aeroponic Tower Garden growing system and 
light set, and write lessons aligned with Common Core and IB 
for each grade level, involving math, science, language arts, 
and health.  High School reading specialist and intervention 
specialist Windy Shiner is attending a workshop presented by 
Kagan Professional Development. She believes that her new 
knowledge of instructional strategies will help students improve 
their performance in the classroom and on assessments. 

The Shaker Schools Foundation’s 2014 Annual Report is 
now available online at www.shaker.org/foundation. 

Thomas Wise, President
Chris Auginas, Executive Director
Sue Starrett, Director of Development
Holly Wang, Development Associate

    Teacher Creativity Grants Make a Gift        

Annual Report 

 For More Information

On June 10, the Shaker Schools Foundation welcomed Annual On June 10, the Shaker Schools Foundation welcomed Annual 
Fund donors of $100 or more, fund sponsors, and Legacy So-Fund donors of $100 or more, fund sponsors, and Legacy So-
ciety members to a donor appreciation event.  Held in the High ciety members to a donor appreciation event.  Held in the High 
School’s lush Learning Garden, the evening featured evidence School’s lush Learning Garden, the evening featured evidence 
of the Foundation’s work, all of which is possible because of of the Foundation’s work, all of which is possible because of 
our generous donors.  The Jazz Combo set the mood, and after our generous donors.  The Jazz Combo set the mood, and after 
welcoming remarks by President Steve Goldfarb and Super-welcoming remarks by President Steve Goldfarb and Super-
intendent Greg Hutchings, two faculty members talked about intendent Greg Hutchings, two faculty members talked about 
the Foundation’s support.  the Foundation’s support.  Stacey SteggertStacey Steggert, who manages the , who manages the 
Learning Garden, reported on the range of academic areas Learning Garden, reported on the range of academic areas 
and grade levels enriched by the garden.  Lomond Elementary and grade levels enriched by the garden.  Lomond Elementary 
School teacher School teacher Cyndy SteinerCyndy Steiner declared that the fi nancial sup- declared that the fi nancial sup-
port she has received from the Foundation has transformed port she has received from the Foundation has transformed 
the way she teaches.  About 65 donors attended, and the warm the way she teaches.  About 65 donors attended, and the warm 
evening ended with a visit from the East Coast Custard bus.evening ended with a visit from the East Coast Custard bus.

Our Garden Party


